Some Important Tutorial Points 


POST-FOUNDATION SCIENCE 1992 
Getting the best out of the tutorial system 


Each year we collect information about who comes to tutorials, who contacts their tutor, and how students 
fare in their assignments and examinations. This note passes on to you the - perhaps not very surprising! - 
conclusions that can be drawn from this data. 


First of all, a relatively small number of students through temperament or circumstances, stay away from the 
tutorials, contact no-one and succeed perfectly well. This is fine - a compliment to the study skills of those 
students and, perhaps, to the quality of the distance-teaching texts. Most, however, benefit greatly when they 
use the system to the maximum. In this note we would like to suggest to you the level of involvement with 
tutors, tutorials, and fellow students that our experience suggests is both prudent and worthwhile. ` 


You have assignments to tackle, the hurdle of an examination to pass and course Units to study which are 
very difficult in places. You also have an expert tutor who is continuously available by phone to help. Please 
do ensure that you use this provision. If you cannot understand, phone the tutor and ask. If you cannot 
make sense of a question, phone the tutor and ask. You need not worry about what is and isn’t permissible: 
tutors are skilled at dealing with points without doing the ’actual question’. If you are without a phone, 
queries by letter are an alternative. 


Your tutor is important to you - he or she knows about exam technique, grades your work, knows the Units. 
So do make sure that you meet this important person at at least one tutorial early in the course. If you have 
transport difficulties that you cannot solve - once again, phone the tutor; it may well be possible to link you 
up to another student in your area. Normally, we believe, it is sensible to attend most tutorials. Often what 
is said in five minutes is worth an hour of reading. 3 


Other students on the course are also important to you. You can, entirely legitimately, work together in 
solving problems or talking about assignments. Tutorials provide opportunities to talk with other students - 
and to organise self-help groups. Do not, by the way, actually do the assignment work jointly. Every couple 
of years or so problems arise when identical scripts are detected at some point in the organisation. Please 
avoid embarrassment! 


In all matters informality is the key. Adult students may often have to be late at tutorials or miss some of 
them. Do not be put off by that: your tutor certainly will not mind. 


You may find all these points obvious, but we make no apology for that: it is important that the benefits of 
the system be well advertised. As well as contacting your tutor or your tutor-counsellor, you can always 
phone or write to either of us. In office hours, phone the Regional Centre (0602 473072 Ext. 52, or 62 from 
noon to leave messages with Mrs. Judy Astill). In the evenings, 0602 283025 will contact one of us (RLC). 


A 


A 3 
/ É ; A į 
/ = X r LLAN . ~ he Smm M/A Pime 
Y 
Robert L. Cordell Joan E. Brown 
Science Staff Tutors, East Midlands Region 
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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY : EAST MIDLANDS REGION 


Tutorial Programme 1992 


$271: DISCOVERING PHYSICS 


TUTOR NAME, ADDRESS & TELEPHONE NUMBER 


De ded) COLES, Park Lane, Sutton 
Bonington, Loughborough, Leics LE12 5NQ. 
Tel: Kegworth 673204 


May | 
LINCOLN * | 
(new venue) |1030-1300 SAT 28 16 


Mr. A. ROBINSON, Elder Lane, Griffydam, Clarendon 
Leicester, LE6 4HD. College, 1030-1230 | SAT 28 16 
Tel: 0530 222500 NOTTINGHAM | 


If you have any special requirements, and have not already notified us, concerning tutorial accommodation (e.g. wheelchair access), please contact Tutors Section (Tel: 0602 473072) 


* NEW VENUE FOR 1992 - see study centre sheet for details 


It is hoped that a practical day school for all students will be arranged for later in the year. sp DE Mao. 


